Education as a Social Function                27

which they may belong. As_a__society becomes more complex,
howeverr it is found necessary to provide a special social envi-
ronment which shall especially look after nurturing the capaci-
ties of the immatiire'r Three ol the more important func-
tions of this special environment are: simplifying and order-
ing the factors of the disposition it is wished to develop;
purifying and idealizing the existing social customs; creating
a wider and better balanced environment than that by which
the young would be likely, if left to themselves, to be influenced.